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Founded by ET EicHTH, 


F OR T H E | 
Cunst & LuNnaTIiCs, 


AN D 


Enlarged by ſubſequent Bene factors, for the Reception and Maintenance : 
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INCURABLES. 


E ON B U- I 
PRINTED in TAB YEAR, 
M. DCC. LXXXIII. 


. ; wie re Ga Ces DG BREE ie Pres ron eater... 


TT) 
1 


LO 


$1 
3 
7 


TO THE RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 


BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; Ar DpEZUAN, PRESS ENT; 


THE WORSHIPFUL 


RICHARD CLARK, Eſq; Al DbEZUAN, TrEASURER; 


HENRY CRANKE, Eſq; Aupiror-GEnERAL ; 


AND THE 


G G Y Ft. 2 


Ad Mi. 8 wr; 1 r 
i a DA Gow nvtas. Fl \ 
& n r 3 _ 


OF THE 
HosritALs Or BreiDEWELL anD BETHLEM, 


THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT OF A CHARITY. WHICH 
THEY CONDUCT WITH NO LESS HONOUR TO FHEM-« 


SELVES THAN BENEFIT TO THE PUBLIC IS RESPECT- 
FULLY INSCRIBED BY 


THEIR MOST GRATEFUL 


BRIDEWELL HOSPITAL. 
JULY 1o, 1783. | AND DEVOTED SERVANT 


THOMAS BOWEN. 


At a COURT held at the ſaid Hoſpi- 
HOSPITALS, LONDON. tal of BRIDEWELL, on Wedneſday 


BRIDEWELL Ax D BETHLEM 
the zoth Day of April, 1783; 


ResoLvep unanimouſly, that the. Thanks of the COURT, be 


given to the Reverend THOMAS BOWEN, for his Hiſtorical Account 
of BETHLEM HOSPITAL; and ordered, that the ſame be printed 


and diſtributed in ſuch a Manner, as may tend moſt effectually ro 
promote the Intereſts of that excellent Charity. 


JOHN WOODHOUSE, Car. 
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HISTORICAL ACCT 


OF THE | = = 


Origin, Progreſs, and Preſent State 


O F 


BLT HLEM HOSPITAL. 


HOSE aAxcitxT Fou DAT IO Ns, which have been eſtabliſhed 
in the city of Lo N DON by the munificence of our MONARCHS, 


for the relief and maintenance of the piskAsED rook, have always 


— 7 LE D , 


been conſidered as ohjects worthy of public ſupport. The care of Ix D- 
CENT LUNATICS is attended with peculiar difliculues, and, as much im- 
mediate evil muſt ariſe from the neglect of them, the community cannot 1 
but be nearly intereſted in the welfare and proſperity of thoſe places 
which are provided for their reception. It may not therefore be 


thought improper to give ſome account of the origin, progrets, and 


preſent. ftate of Bethlem Hoſpital. 
B "THE 


( 2 ] 


THE HOSPITAL OF BETHLEM cwes it's name, and original eſla- 
bliſhment to the piety. of a CITIZEN of LoNx DON. In the year 
1247, in the 39th of Henry the third, Simon Firz Mary, who had 
been ſheriff, influenced by the prevailing ſuperſtition of the age, was 
defirous to found a religious houſe. Accordingly, he appropriated by 
a deed of gift, which is ſtill extant, all his lands in the pariſh of 
St. BororrH without BisHoPSGATE, being the ſpot now known by 
the name of Orp BeTHLEM, to the foundation of a priory. The 
prior, canons, brethren and fiſters, for whoſe maintenance he pro- 
vided, were diſtinguiſhed by a ftar upon their mantles, and were ef- 
pecially directed to receive and entertain the BisHoye or ST. Mary 
OF BETHLEHEM, and the canons, brothers, and meflengers of that 
their mother church, as often as they might come to England. Such 
was the original deſign of this foundation, a deſign as far ſhort of 
the uſes to which it has been fince converted, as the contracted views 
of monkiſh hoſpitality are exceeded by the more enlarged ſpirit of 
PROTESTANT BENEVOLENCE. 


We hear but little more of this houſe for the ſpace of two hun- 
dred years. When the vaſt fabric of papal ſuperſtition in England 
began to totter, and the votaries of Rows were expelled from their 
ancient retirements, it was ſeized by HENRY THE EIGHTH, who, in 
the year 1547, granted the hofpital of Bethlem, with all it's revenues, 
to the mayor, commonalty, and citizens of London, from which time 


it became an HOSPITAL FOR THE CURE OF LUNATICS. 
| | Ir 
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IT is moſt probable that the city of London had felt great in- 
convenience from the want of a proper receptacle for thoſe unhappy 
objects, who were afflicted by the moſt deplorable malady incident 
to the human frame. The retired ſituation of the hoſpital of Bethlem, 
and it's contiguity to the city pointed it out as a fit place for the 
deſired purpoſe. Accordingly, we find from authentic documents, 
that, in the year 1522, Stephen Gennings, merchant-taylor, gave forty 
pounds by will towards the purchaſe of this hoſpital, and, that the 
mayor and commonalty had taken fome ſteps to procure it, a very 
ſhort time before they derived their right to it from royal munift- 
cence. What were the revenues which it then enjoyed does not now 
appear: it is certain, they were inadequate to the neceſſities which 
they were intended to remedy ; for, five years after the royal grant 
had paſſed, letters patent were iſſued to John Whitehead, proctor 
to the hoſpital of Bethlem, to ſolicit donations within the counties of 
Lincoln and Cambridge, the city of London, and the iſle of Ely. 


Ix the infant ſtate of this charity, no other proviſion was made 
for the unfortunate patient, beſides confinement and medical relief. 
His friends, if they had ability, or the pariſh, of which the wretched 
lunatic was an inhabitant, were obliged to contribute to his ſupport. 
It remained for the judicious benevolence of ſucceeding times to 
improve the good work, and to ſupply that comfortable ſubſiſtence, 
and tender care, which, through the bleſſing of the divine providence, 
have reſtored ſo may diſtracted objedts to their families, and to 
ſociety. | 


THERE 


_ 
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"THERE is no account of donations received before the year 1632. 
They were not, for ſome time, conſiderable, but the manifeſt utility of 
the inſtitution, and perhaps the detriment which the public ſuffered, ſoon 
induced them to attend to the ſecurity of thoſe members, who, 
through the viſitation of God, were become dangerous to che commu- 
nity. Accordingly, the growing charity was cheriſhed not only by ci- 
tizens, upon whoſe notice it more immediately preſſed, but by others 
who had judgment to ſelect proper objects of their attention, and 
ability to aſſiſt them. And here the mind, which rejoices to indulge 
the pleafing ſenſations of benevolence, cannot but feel the warmeſt 
glow, when it perceives how much the hoſpital of Bethlem has been 
indebted to ſecret, unknown benefactors. Private charity may not 
perhaps excite and animate others ſo much as public benefattions, 
but it affords the ſtrongeſt recommendation of the inflitution which it 
favors. He who conceals his good dceds cannot poſſibly be influ— 
enced by any other than the pureſt motives: it is the meris of 
the objects only that he regards; theſe he weighs well before he 


gives his alms, and he is feldom miſtaken in their application. 


ABovT the vear 1644, it was under conſideration to enlarge the 


OLD HOSPITAL; but the fituation was too cloſe and confined io 


allow of its being rendered a commodious afylum for the numerous 
diſtracted perſons of both ſexes that claimed it's protection, and pro- 
bably the dreadful commotions of that period checked the idea of 


improvement. When peace and legal government were reſtored, and 


England had reſt from the violence with which it had been con- 


vulſed, the concerns of civil ſociety were. again attended to, and it 


became a matter of ſcrious deliberation to build a NW HOSPITAL. 


In 


LE BS: : 


In April 1675 this great work was begun. The lord-mayor, alder- 
men, and common-council of the city of London, allotted to the 
governors a large piece of ground near London-Wall, on the ſouth 
fide of the lower quarter of Moorfields, where the hoſpital of Bethlem 
now ſtands, The expedition, with which this ſtately fabric was com- 


pleted, challenges our admiration. For, from an inſcription over the 


arch facing the entrance into the hoſpital, it appears that it was 


| finiſhed in July, in the following year. So active was the zeal that 
quickened the growth of this noble ſtructure! The generoſity of the 
contributors muſt have been equal to their attention, for the charge 
of the building amounted to no leſs a ſum than 17, ooo. And 
never, it may be truly afferted, were expence and trouble better be- 
ſtowed: the hoſpital of Bethlem ſtands an illuſtrious monument of 


Britiſh charity; and, whether we confider the becoming magniti- 


cence of the building, the commodious arrangement of the interior 
apartments, or the effectual relief which it reaches out to the poor 
objects whom it ſhelters, we may ſafely pronounce, that it is not to 
be parallelled in the whole world.* 


C I 


* The deſign of the building was taken from the Chateau de — Louis 


XIV. it is ſaid, was ſo much offended that his palace ſhould be made a model for an hoſpital, 
that, in revenge, be ordered a plan of St. James's to be taken for offices of a very inferior 
nature, The figures of the two lunatics over the gates of the hoſpital, an engraving of which is pre- 
fixed to this account, were the work of C1BZER, the father of the comedian. My father 
« Caius Gabriel Cibber was a native of Holſtein, who came into England, ſome time before 
« the reſtoration of king Charles II. to follow his profeſſion, which was that of a ſtatuary. The 
4% paſſo relievo on the pedeſtal of the great column in the city, and the Wo figures of the 
« lunatics, the Raving, and the Melancholy, over the gates of Eethlem hoſpital, are no ill 


% monuments of his fame as an artiſt.” Cibber's Apology for his own Life. 


There is a tradition that the perſon repreſented by the $gure of the melancholy lunatic, was 
porter to Oliver Cromwell, 
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increaſing multitude of curable objects juſtly demanded admurtance ; 
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In the cloſe limits within which the old hoſpital was confined, it 
was impracticable to reſerve room for thoſe forlorn beings, of whoſe 
return to the comforts of a found mind there were no hopes. The 
nor did it ſeem reaſonable that they ſhould be excluded from thc 
proſpect of enjoying a bleſſing which the former could not attain. 
When the NEW HouSE: was erected, it was hoped that ſome provi- 
fion might be made for ſuch as were deemed incuRAaBLE, and at the 
ſame time dangerous to the public. But the great influx of inſane 
perſons, from all parts of the Kingdom, into the hoſpital, fruſtrated 
theſe expectations, and gave reaſon to ſuppoſe, that few, if any, of 
its numerous apartments, would, at any time, be vacant. It was 
therefore found neceſſary to enlarge the building; a particular ſub- 
ſcription was ſet on foot for the purpoſe, and, in the year 1734, two 
wings were added to the hoſpital. This addition of room has enabled 
the governors, in ſome degree, to anſwer the wiſhes of the public ; 
and there are now maintained ONE HUNDRED INCURABLE PATIENTS, 
fifty of gach ſex, who enjoy every advantage which their deplora- 
ble ftate can admit. The number of patients in the houſe, who are 
ſuppolgdSegpablc of bcing relieved, commonly amounts to about ON 
HUNDRED AND SEVENTY, and of theſe, it has been found upon an 
average, that nearly two out of three are reſtorcd to their underſtanding, 
To ſuch a degree of perfection have the liberal benefactions of the well- 
diſpoſed (for it is by bencfactions that the deficient revenues of this 
hoſpital have been, and muſt be ſupplied) advanced this noble inſti- 


tution! And ſuch is the ſolid and ſubſtantial good, which it derives 
to individuals and to the community! 


BuT 
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Bur while the benevolent heart feels a ſenfible joy in reflecting 
upon the load of human wretchedneſs that is lightened by the ac- 
commodations of this friendly manſion, it cannot but expreſs a wiſh, 
that the benefits of the hoſpital might be rendered more extenſive. 
It is an object much to be defired, that the many diſtracted perſons, 
whoſe diſorder no medicine can reach, might continue to find pro- 
tection within theſe walls, and not be returned to their friends, a 
burthen, very often too heavy for them to bear. The number of 


incurables, which the hoſpital can at preſent contain, is ſmall, when 


compared with thoſe who wait their turn of admiſſion. Perhaps it 


would not be ſuppoſed that there are generally more than Two. 


HUNDRED upon what is called the incurable liſt ;* and, as inſtances 
of longevity are frequent in inſane perſons, it commonly happens 
that the expectants are obliged to wait fix or ſeven years, after 
their diſmiſſion from the hoſpital, before they can be again received. 
During this long interval, they muſt be ſupported either by their 
reſpective friends, or pariſhes. The expence of maintaining and pro- 
perly ſecuring them far excceds the allowance that is uſually made 
for pavpers; and in middling life, where the feelings of a worthy ſon 
or huſband revolt at the idea of a near relation becoming an obje& 
of parochial alms, the diftreſs and difticulties of the lunatic's unhappy 
friends muſt be greatly aggravated. Beſides, for want of due care 


and 


* When a patient, after ſufficient trial, is judged incurable, he is diſmiſſed from the hoſ- 


pital, and if he is pronounced dangerous either to himſelf or others, his name is entered into 


a book, that he may be received in turn among the incurables maintained in the houſe, 
whenever a vacancy ſhall happen. 
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and ſecurity, accidents, far tos ſhocking to be related, have ſame- 
times happened. * 


Trxse manifeſt evils, that ariſe from the want of a proper pro- 
viſion for ſo great a number of incurable patients, have induced many 
benevolent perſons to wiſh, that, the hoſpital might be enlarged. 
Indeed, many have appropriated their benefactions ſolely to the 
incurables; and it ts hoped that others will forward and complete 
their good intentions. True policy muſt join with humanity in the 
wiſh, that, this may not any longer be, what at preſent it is, almoſt 
the only branch of charity in this great city that wants a ſufficient 
eſtabliſhment. Beſides, there ſeems a peculiar degree of generoſity 
in affiſting thoſe who muſt burthen, but can never benefit ſociety, 


and who, ſo far from recompenſing, cannot even feel the leaſt gra- 
ntude to their benefactors, + 


THe 


* There are now in Bethlem hoſpital two patients whe have committed deeds of the moſt 
horrid kind. | 

+ It may not be improper kere to rectify a miſtaken notion that bas gone forth into the 
world. It has been preſumed by many, that the hoſpitals of BETULE Mu, AND Sr. LUKE are 
connected: the latter, it has been thought, is appointed for the reception of incurables diſcharged 
by the former; and ſo prevalent has been this opinion, that the ſteward of Bethlem boſpital has 
often received letters from perſons of education and credit, who were intereſted for patients 
diſcharged incurable, deſiring to know, when they would be ſent o St. Luke's, How ſuch an idea 
could have obtained, except from the nearneſs of their ſituation to each other, it is not eaſy to 
fay ; certain it is, that it has not the leaſt foundation in truth. Both hoſpitals are engaged in the 
ſame good work, have the ſame object in view, the reſtoration of reaſon to the diſtracted ; and 
both admit a limited number of incurables; but the GovERNORS, OFFICERS and FUunDs of 
each charity are totally SEPARATE and DISTINCT, 


Ev 


Tur CONDUCT AND MANAGEMENT of this hoſpital is more im- 
mediately intruſted to a committee of forty-two governors, ſeven 
of whom, together with the treaſurer, phyſician, and other officers, 
attend every Saturday, in monthly rotation, for the admiſſion of pati- 
ents, and for the regulation of ſuch other matters, as may concern 
the eaſe, welfare, and convenience, of ſo large à family. And, as 
the committee is open to every governor, it receives all the benefit 
which it can derive from the prudence and information of perſons 
of different habits of life, reſpectable citizens who are engaged in, 
or have retired from buſineſs, gentlemen of the medical profeſſion, 


and others of independent fortune, whoſe leiſure or benevoleace may 
lead them to attend. 


As ſoon as the lunatic is judged a fit object for this charity, he 


is delivered to the ſteward, who, under the direction of the phyſician, | 


aſſigns him ſuch a degree of care and confinement as his caſe may 
require. The wards are ſpacious and airy,* and the convenience of 
the apartments allotted to cach unhappy individual, together wih the 
order, decency, and cleanlineſs that are conſpicuous through the whole 
houſe, cannot but ſtrike the curious and charitable vifitant: and, though 
the various ſpeQacles of wretchedneſs, which there preſent themſelves, 
muſt agitate the mind that feels for the woes of humanity, the pain, 
which they occaſion, will rarely fail of being mitigated by the view 
of that relief which is adminiſtered to the wretched, 

D Ir 


* The length of each ward or gallery is 32 1 feet, the width 16 feet 2 inches, and the keigth 
13 fect. There are 275 cells, each of which meaſures 12 feet 6 inches by 8 feet, 
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Ir is ſcarce neceflary to aſſert, that the unhappy patients enjoy 
the ableſt medical aſſiſtance adminiſtered with the greateſt humanity.“ 
The proviſions of the hoſpital, the vegetables, milk, beer, &c, are all 
excellent in their kind :+ they are carefully inſpected by the ſteward, 7 
who is reſident, and frequently viewed by gentlemen of the committec. 


Bur perhaps an explanation of the regular plan of diet, eſtabliſhed 
in this numerous houſhold, may not prove unacceptable to thoſe who 
deem no particulars trivial or unintereſting, that tend to alleviate human 
diſtreſs. The conſtant breakfaſt allotted the patients throughout the 
year, 1s water-gruel, with bread, butter and ſalt, They have meat 
for dinner three days in a week. Beef is the Sunday's fare; mut- 
ton is their Tueſday's dinner, and they have veal on Thurſdays, 
but the laſt only from Lady-Day to Michaelmas; during the win- 
ter months, mutton or pork is ſubſtituted in it's place. They have 
alſo a ſufficient quantity of broth ; and that every indulgence, which 
economy permits, may be given to the poor patients, on the meat 
days one gallery & is always gratified with roaſt meat. The quan- 
tity of ſolid meat, befides vegetables and a pint of ſmall beer, 
allowed cach individual, is cight ounces. On the days in which they 


have no meat, and which are called banyan days, they have milk- 


pot- 


* The phyſician to the hoſpital is Dr. Mo x Ro, and the ſurgeon, Mr. RicnaRD CROWTHER, 
+ The committee have lately allowed vegetables and a better ſort of ſmall beer, This libera- 
lity has produced the moſt ſalutary effects upon the general health of the patients, as the medical 


officers have obſerved, that the patients have not been ſince ſo much afflicted with ſcurvy, or 
fluxes as formerly. 


4 Mr. Hen RAY WINE. 
$ The houſe is divided into five, 


E 


pottage or rice-milk, with bread and cheeſe. Their conſtant ſup- 
per is bread and cheeſe, with a pint of ſmall beer; and twelve out 
of cach gallery, in their turn, have butter if they prefer it. 


Tux cells are viſited early every morning by the ſervants of the 


houſe : theſe make their report to the apothecary, * who goes round 


about eight o'clock to inſpe&t them himſelf, and to give ſuch orders 
and directions as may be neceſſary. The phyſician viſits the hoſpi- 
tal three days in a week. There are certain days fixed for the proper 
medical operations; and the cold, or hot bath is uſed in thoſe caſes 
where it is judged to be ſalutary. Every patient is indulged with 
that degree of liberty which is found conſiſtent with his own, and 
the general ſafety. In the winter there are certain rooms with com- 
fortable fires, where thoſe, who are in a convaleſcent ſtate, meet 
and affociate; and in the ſummer, they walk in the large adjoining 
court-yards, and ſometimes amuſe themſelves with ſuch diverſions as 
are deemed not improper to quiet their ſpirits, and compoſe the agi- 
tation of their minds. 'The hoſpital uſed formerly to derive a revenue, 
of at leaſt (400 a year, from the indiſcriminate admiſſion of viſitants, 
whom, very often, an idle and wanton curioſity drew to theſe regi- 
ons of diſtreſs. But this liberty, though beneficial to the funds of the 
charity, was thought to counteract it's grand deſign, as it tended to 
diſturb the tranquillity of the patients. It was therefore judged pro- 
per, in the ycar 1770, no longer to expoſe the houſe to public view; 
and now, it is ſcarce ever open to ſtrangers, unleſs they are intro- 


duced 


Mr. Joun GozNna: he has apartments in the hoſpital, and is conſtantly reſident. 
+ Theſe co prevent miſchicf, are defended by large guard-irons. 
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duced by a particular order. The friends of the poor objects have 
a limited acceſs to them. At the admiſſion of a patient, a ticket is 
delivered, which authorizes the bearer of it to come to the hoſpital, 
on Mondays and Wedneſdays, between the hours of ten and twelve. 


And here, it may not be amiſs to contradict a moſt injurious notion, 


that has been adopted, chiefly indeed by that claſs of people, who 
are moſt prone to form prejudices againſt eleemoſynary inſtitutione, 
which is, that the patients in Bethlem hoſpital are beaten, and in other re- 
ſpects ill treated, in order to compel them to ſubmit to the neceflary ope- 
rations. This idea is abſolutely erroncous. No ſervant is allowed fo 
wanton an abuſe of the authority that is given him; and it is ſtrictly en- 
Joined, that, a patient ſhall never be ſtruck, except in caſes of ſelf-de- 
fence. Indeed it is notorious, that, the members of this family are ma- 
naged with that lenity which their ſituation claims. If the known hu- 
manity and attention of the officers of the houſe were not itſelf a ſuilici- 
ent ſecuriry for their being well treated, the frequent inſpection which 
the hoſpital undergoes from a large proportion of the governors, who, 
at different times, ſerve upon the Bethlem committee, would at once 
invalidate the ſuſpicion that has been mentioned. In ſhort, ſuch is the 
comfortable ſubſiſtence, kind treatment, and able medical aid, which 
the patients here meet with, that many, who are intimately acquainted 
with the conduct of the houſe, have declared, that if ever God ſhould 
be pleaſed to viſit them with inſanity, BETHLEu nosPtTar. is the place, 
into which they would wiſh to be admitted.“ 


Tre 


It is worthy of remark, that the patients themſelves are often known to prefer Bethlem to 
private mad-touſes, | 
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THE ADMISSION OF PATIENTS into Bethlem hoſpital is attend- 
ed with very little difficulty. It is firſt neceflary to conſider, whether 
the caſe of the ſuppoſed lunatic includes any of thoſe circumſtances 
which the prudence of the hoſpital regards as objections to admiſſi- 
on. Theſe are few in number; and the wiſdom and propriety of 
them will be eafily allowed. Mopes, perſons afflifted with the pally, 
or ſubje& to convulſive or epileptic fits, and ſuch as are become 
weak through age, or long illneſs, are excluded. Objects of this deſtrip- 
tion, it is preſumed, may be ſufficiently protected and ſecured by their 
friends, or in a pariſh workhouſe. It is peculiarly deſerving notice 
that no perſon is conſidered as diſqualified for admiſſion here, who 
may have been diſcharged uncured from any other lunatic hoſpital. 
When the friends of a lunatic are fatisfied that he is a proper obje& 
of the charity, and the petition and certificates of the patient's legal 
pariſh ſettlement are prepared,“ it then becomes neceſſary to procure 
a governor's recommendation. The hoſpital alſo requires, that, upon 
admiſſion, two houſe-keepers reſiding in or near London, ſhall enter 
into a bond to take the patient away when diſcharged by the com- 
mittee, and pay the expence of clothes, and of burial in caſe of 
death. If the lunatic is ſent by a pariſh, or any other public body, 


the ſum of three pounds four ſhillings is paid for bedding, but if he 


is placed there by friends, the hoſpital, anxious to lighten their 
burthen, reduces the ſum to two pounds five ſhillings and ſix- 
E pence 


The forms. of theſe are readily obtained by an application at Bethlem, or at the clerk's 
office in Bridewell hoſpital; and a governor's recommendation is never refuſed to the friends of 
any proper object. 
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giants. It is expeRed that the patient ſhould be ſupplied with 


clothing; in failure of ſuch ſupply, the hoſpital provides proper gar- 
ments at the loweſt rate, and the bondſmen repay the expence.+ f 


TxrERs is no particular time limited for the continuance of a pa- 
tient in the hoſpital, who is under cure. It is generally ſeen in a 
twelvemonth, whether the caſe will admit relief; and ſometimes in 
a few months health and reaſon are reſtored, Nor does the care of 
the governors ceaſe when the recovered lunatic is diſmiſſed from the 
hoſpital. At the time of diſcharge, he is interrogated as to the treat- 
ment which he has received, and, if he has had cauſe of complaint, 
required to declare it. He is encouraged to apply occafionally to the 
medical officer, who gives him ſuch advice and medicines as are 
proper to prevent a relapſe, and, if it ſhould appear that his circum- 
ſtances are particularly diſtreſſing, the treaſurer and phyſician poſſeſs 


a diſcretionary power to relieve him with a ſmall ſum of money at 
his departure. Haeey 
Wen an incurable patient is finally ſettled in the houſe, the ſum of half a crown per week 
is paid to the hoſpital by his friends, or the pariſh to which he belongs. 
+ BETHLEM HOSPITAL. Ordered, That the apparel wanting for the patients, may be pro» 


vided by their friends; but, if got done, the fieward ſhall furniſh what the weekly committee 
ſhall oxder, at the following prices: 


For ME x. | For WomnrN. 
A coat — — — — — Co 16 6 A blanket gown - — — — ( 10 6 
A waiſtcoat - — — — — 0 6 4 A gown and petticoat = — — 019 © 
A pair of breeches — — — 0 9 4 An under petticoat — — — 0 3 3 
A ſhit = — — — — — 0 311 A ſhift — — — — — 0 3; 4 
A pair of ſhoes — — — — o 4 6 A pair of ſhoes — — — — o 3 1 
A pair of ftockings — — — © 2 3 A pair of ftockings — — — © 1 10 
Ac — — — — — — O 1 © Acap —= — — — — w_ 30 
A blanket gown — — — — oO 10 6 | A handkerchief — — — — 0 1 3 
A trait waiſtcoat = — — — 0 13 6 An apron — — — — — „ 
ß os | Balm — = ——-0o0 8 
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Hayyy is it for the individual, for his friends, and, for ſodfety, 
when thus the divine bleſſing gives efficacy to the means uſed for 
his reſtoration! The wiſhes of the benevolent are gratified, and the 
ſucceſs of the inſtitution is ſo far complete! How then muſt we la- 
ment the caſe of the incurable lunatic, diſmiſſed from the protection 
to which he had been accuſtomed, and thrown upon his diſtreſſed un- 
fortunate friends!“ The hopes indeed of his return to his aſylum are 
not entirely cut off, but the proſpect of it is too remote to alleviate, 
in any degree, preſent ſuffering. A long period muſt elapſe be- 
fore he can be re- admitted. In the mean time the. frantic maniac, and 
| the deſponding lunatic muſt be ſecured from doing violence to them- 
ſelves, and others. The loweſt annual expence, in thoſe houſes where 
pariſh objects are maintained, exceeds twenty pounds: where the for- 
lorn being is ſupported by his friends, the expenditure ſcarce ever 
falls ſhort of thirty. The feeling and conſiderate mind, that can judge 
of the economy which is requiſite in humble life, and knows how to 
eſtimate its wants and neceſſities, will eaſily calculate the weight and 
effect of ſo heavy an expence;—will imagine how ſevere a ſtruggle 
it muſt often occaſion between neceſſity and pity, between natural 
affeQion and the pride of honeſt induſtry, which is ſometimes reduced, 
by exertions too great for its ability, to accept itſelf that relief, which 
it had bluſhed to aſk for the deareſt relatives. 


How glorious then would be the work! how comprehenſive the 
charity, that ſhould contribute. to increaſe the eſtabliſhment for incu- 


rable 


The caſe is particularly hard when the patient, as it often happens, is ſent to London from 
a remote county. 
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rable lunatics! The good, that would ariſe from the improvement of 
ſo excellent an inſtitution, is certain and undoubted, and from that 
active ſpirit of humanity, and rational benevolence which peculiarly 
adorns the Britiſh name, we may hope, chat, this great work will nor 
be left defective and incomplete. The government of the royal hoſ- 
pitals, as lately eſtabliſhed by parliament, affords ample ſecurity to the 
charitable benefaQor, that his good intentions will receive their accom- 
pliſhment.*® The wealthy and munificent city of Lox Do, aſſoci- 
ated with the guardians of each charity, cheriſhes in her boſom, and 
foſters with her care thoſe endowments, which the liberality of Henxy, 
and the piety of Epwarp committed to her adminiſtration. 
That this n AW ux ION will operate to the relief of the diſtreſſed 
poor, there can be liule doubt. The friends of the hoſpital of Beth- 
lem form the moſt ſanguine expectations, that their ability to alleviate 
the greateſt of all human calamities will be enlarged and extended; 
they hope to effect the purpoſes they have in view, and entertain full 
confidence, that, the generous aſſiſtance of the opulent and the good, 
will enable them, in an eminent degree, to LESSEN THE EVILS OE 
HUMANITY. | 
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A conteſt had long ſubſiſted between the common- council of the city of London and the 
acting governors of all the royal hoſpitals ; the former claiming a right to be admitted govern- 
ors in virtue of the ſeveral royal charters. This diſpute has been happily ſetiled by a compro- 
miſe which allows the admiſſion of twelve of the common-council to each hoſpital. Application 
was made to parliament in 1782, and a bill paſſed, which fully eſtabliſhes this agreement, and 
the friends of theſe noble charities bave now the ſatĩsfaction to be aſſured that the government of | 
them is ſettled in a mode beſt calculated to promote their proſperity. 
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